HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF IN NEW MASONIC LODGE

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

John W. Parsons, Sponsor for Anthony Lodge, is Surety for New Organization

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

   Thirty-two years ago a dozen or more prominent masons, of whom S. Jerome Uhl, the artist, is the only survivor, got together and asked for a Charter for what is now Anthony Lodge No. 455, F. and A. M.

   Tuesday afternoon history repeated itself in Masonic Circles when the organization committee met in the Masonic Temple and resolved to again ask Clark Lodge No. 101 for consent to establish a new lodge of Masons in Springfield, this time to be called Saint Andrew’s.

   A pleasing incident of the meeting is that John W. Parsons, who was the sponsor for Anthony a third of a century ago, is also sponsor for the new Lodge.

   The petition for consent presented in Clark lodge last night contains a hundred and twenty signatures of masons living in Springfield and prominent in all walks of life. It will be the largest charter list ever presented to the Grand Lodge of Ohio and a special Charter Form will have to be printed to contain the names.

   The principal officers chosen by the petitioning brethren are: worshipful master, James S. Webb; Senior warden, Frank M. Krapp, Junior warden, Stewart L. Tatum.

   Rev. Chas. E. Byrer, rector of Christ church as the chaplain.

   At the regular meeting next week Anthony lodge will be asked to give consent, as the jurisdiction will be concurrent, and the papers will then be submitted to the Grand Master, Edwin S. Griffiths of Cleveland.

!  (Copied from the Springfield Daily News, January 29, 1913). 

NEW MASONIC LODGE

--------------------------------

Authorized by One of the Local Societies

--------------------------------

Webb, Krapp, Tatum and Rev. Bryer Selected as Officers for the Order

--------------------------------

   Clark lodge No. 101, Free and Accepted Masons last evening granted permission to more than 100 Masons in this city, signers of the petition for the organization of a new lodge, to proceed with the establishment of the new body, surrendering its rights to jurisdiction over the activities of Freemasonry in this locality, so far as the jurisdiction of the new lodge would be concerned.

   The petition Tuesday evening will be presented to Anthony lodge, and a request made for the permission to proceed with the organization of the new lodge. If the permission is granted, the petition will then be forwarded to Edwin S. Griffiths of Cleveland, worshipful grand master of Ohio, praying for a dispensation, under which the new lodge will be empowered to work until next October, when the grand lodge meets in Columbus, and a charter can be granted.

   The new body will be known as St. Andrew’s lodge, and its organization marks a new era in Freemasonry in Springfield. No new lodges have been created in this city, since the consecration of Anthony lodge in 1871. The first steps for the organization of the new lodge were taken November 26 last, when a meeting of 40 past masters, together with the officers of Clark and Anthony lodges, was held, and a committee with plenary powers in the formation of the lodge was appointed, with Past Grand Master Harry S. Kissell as chairman.

   The number of charter members, which is over a hundred, has scarcely been equaled in the history of Freemasonry in Ohio, the average number for new lodges having been about twenty, and the number of charter members will probably make it necessary to have a special charter printed.

   The committee on organization has selected as officers of the new lodge, James S. Webb, as worshipful master; Frank M. Krapp, senior warden; Stewart L. Tatum, junior warden, and the Rev. Charles E. Byrer, pastor of Christ Episcopal church, as chaplain.
!  (Copied from the Springfield Daily News, January 29, 1913)  
GRAND LODGE OFFICERS OF MASONS ARE COMING

------------------------------------------------------
   Preparations are being rushed for the entertainment of more than 800 Master Masons Thursday evening at the Masonic temple in the Bushnell building, when St. Andrew’s lodge will be formally opened.

   The honorary guests will include four officers of the grand lodge of Ohio, and two past grand masters. In addition to these, invitations have been forwarded to all members of Clark and Anthony lodges of this city, and to many other Master Masons.

   This ceremony of opening a lodge is one of the heaviest in the Masonic ritual, and has not been conducted in this city since the opening of Anthony lodge in 1871.

   Among the prominent Masons who will be present from other cities are: Edwin S. Griffiths, of Cleveland, Charles J. Pretzman, of Columbus and George L. Marshall, of Dayton.

   In the social hour, which will follow the secret session, the Masonic quartet will furnish music.

(Copied from the Springfield Daily News, Thursday, March 6, 1913).

INSTALLATION OF NEW LODGE TAKES PLACE
-----------------------------------------------------

Noted Masons Come to City to Assist

Bringing St. Andrew Lodge into Being.

------------------------------------------------------

First Officials Are Formally Sworn

------------------------------------------------------

Begins Career with 107 Members

------------------------------------------------------

Good Program is Rendered by Members
------------------------------------------------------

   With appropriate exercises and under the most auspicious circumstances, the new Masonic lodge of this city, St. Andrew, was formally brought into being Thursday evening. The gathering was one of the most notable in the history of local free Masonry, and over 700 local members and outside Masons were present.

   The installation ceremony lasted nearly three hours. With this was the presentation of many facts concerning the life of St. Andrew, the apostle, after which the lodge is named.

   James S. Webb, first worshipful master of the new lodge, was in charge of the ceremony. Edwin S. Griffiths, of Cleveland, the most worshipful grand master of the Free and Accepted Masons in Ohio, installed the new officers. He was accompanied by Charles J. Pretzman, of Columbus, right worshipful grand master; George L. Marshall, of Dayton, senior grand warden; Judge J. H. Bromwell, of Cincinnati, right worshipful grand secretary and District Lecturer, John R. Flotron, of Dayton. Two other prominent Masons present were, Harry S. Kissell, past grand master, and Most Worshipful Master Horace A. Irvin of Dayton.

   Other officers of the new lodge installed were; Frank M. Krapp, senior warden; Stewart L. Tatum, junior warden; treasurer, Fred B. Woosley; secretary, Frank A. Crothers; chaplain, the Rev. Charles E. Byrer; senior deacon, E. W. Baxter; junior deacon, Brown Burleigh; senior steward, Harvey Stuart; junior steward, W. B. Condit.

   The program of the evening included a number of addresses and the greatest enthusiasm was shown at all times. The speakers were repeatedly interrupted by hearty applause. The gavel used by Worshipful Master Webb was presented to his brother, Douglas Webb, by a Louisville lodge a short time ago. The gift from Anthony lodge to the new lodge was a basket of beautiful roses. A set of silver jewels was presented by several members, the presentation address being made by the Rev. Dr. Walter D. Cole. The acceptance speech was made by Senior Warden, Frank M. Krapp. As an appreciation of the honor conferred by Grand Master Griffiths upon the new lodge with his presence, a silver mounted gavel was presented to him on behalf of the lodge by Junior Warden Stewart L. Tatum. The gavel which will be used by the worshipful master of the lodge was presented to him by the other members of the degree team with which he worked in conferring the St. Andrew’s degree at the meeting of the Scottish Rite Masons in Dayton last fall. H. S. Kissell made the presentation speech and was responded to by Past Grand Master Irvin.
During the evening several vocal numbers were rendered by a male quartet consisting of James S. Webb, Murray Ramsey, Mark A. Snyder and Joseph M. Collins. Instrumental music was provided by Charles L., Louis E., and William A. Bauer. Following the program, a brief session of the lodge was held at which by-laws were adopted. The evening was closed with a buffet luncheon.

   Before the meeting the grand lodge officers present in the city, were entertained with a dinner at the Arcade hotel. Those present were Arthur Worthington, H. S. Kissell, C. F. Buchholtz, Stewart L. Tatum, F. M. Krapp, James S. Webb and F. A. Crothers.

   The new lodge starts its career with 107 members.

(Copied from the Springfield Daily News, Friday, March 7, 1913).
GRAND MASTER PRETZMAN TO CONSECRATE LODGE

-------------------------------------------------------

   With fitting ceremonies, the new St. Andrew’s lodge Free and Accepted Masons, which was granted a charter by the grand lodge at its session in Columbus last week, and which has been working under dispensation, will be consecrated Thursday night and its new officers will be installed.

   The work will be in charge of Grand Master Charles J. Pretzman of Columbus, formerly a resident of Springfield. Mr. Pretzman is a well known business man and was president of the Columbus Chamber of Commerce in 1912.

   It is expected that several hundred Masons will be present at the ceremonies Thursday evening. Besides Grand Master Pretzman, several other grand officers will be in attendance.

   St. Andrew’s lodge is known as No. 619. It is one of the largest lodges ever chartered by the grand lodge, having 170 members. It was organized last March. The members of the lodge will meet at the temple at 7 o’clock to prepare to receive the guests at 7:30.

   The banquet hall has been elaborately decorated in appropriate Hallowe’en colors. After the exercises, a reception will be tendered Grand Master Pretzman and other visitors. A banquet will also be served.

(Copied from the Springfield Daily News, Wednesday, October 29, 1913).

GRAND MASTER OFFICIATES AT LODGE CEREMONY
-------------------------------------------------

Charles J. Pretzman Presides

-------------------------------------------------

Officers are Installed and Tokens are Given

-------------------------------------------------

   Besides consecrating St. Andrews’ lodge No. 619, Free and Accepted Masons, in the presence of 600 Masons Thursday night, the ceremonies being in charge of the grand lodge officers, tokens of appreciation were given officers of the new lodge and the officers were installed according to the ritual.

   This was an occasion of special interest to Masons, not only in Springfield, but in surrounding cities. Several prominent Masons from a distance came to witness the ceremonies. Among those were Past Grand Master Horace Irwin, of Dayton, District Lecturer Levi C. Goodale, of Cincinnati; District Lecturer Isaac Kenzie, of Toledo; William B. Anderson, Rufus Jones and Harry Lytle, of Dayton. Past Grand Master Harry S. Kissell, of this city, was also present and participated in the exercises.
Unusual Significance
   The number of the lodge, 619, has an unusual significance in connection with the body. The same numbers, when transposed, represent the number of charter members, which is 169, and the lodge’s number is also unique in that it reads the same when turned upside down.

   Grand Master Charles J. Pretzman, of Columbus, formerly of Springfield, appeared as the representative of the grand body and conducted the ceremonies. He was assisted by Deputy Grand Master George L. Marshall, of Dayton; Grand Secretary J. H. Bromwell, of Cincinnati, and these local Masons, who were appointed by Grand Master Pretzman to represent the grand lodge: Charles Bancroft served as grand senior warden, R. A. Worthington as grand junior warden, Mont C. Hambright as grand treasurer, John W. Parsons as grand junior deacon, William Ellsworth as grand junior deacon; Dr. Louis L. Syman as grand senior steward, George J. Kloepfer as grand junior steward, Guy L. Cory as grand orator, John MacKee as grand chaplain, Edward W. Harford as grand tyler and Charles F. Buchholtz as grand marshal.

Officers Installed
   The new officers of the lodge installed by Grand Master Pretzman are: Worshipful Master, James S. Webb; senior warden, Frank M. Krapp; junior warden, Stewart L. Tatum; treasurer, Fred Woosley; senior deacon, E. W. Baxter; secretary, Frank A. Crothers; junior deacon, Brown Burleigh; senior steward, W. B. Condit; tyler, Carl Noble; marshal, B. F. Downey.

   The impressive ceremonies were heightened by a musical program given by Charles L., W. A. and Louis E. Bauer.
   In appreciation of services, a solid gold Scottish Rite charm was presented to Worshipful Master James S. Webb; a gold watch to Secretary Frank A. Crothers; a leather traveling bag to Senior Deacon E. W. Baxter. The charm was presented on behalf of the lodge by Grand Master Pretzman; the watch by Worshipful Master Webb, and the traveling bag by Prof. E. O. Weaver of Wittenberg college.

Given Beautiful Vase

   Grand Master Pretzman was presented with a beautiful Gorham vase by his Masonic friends through W. E. Copenhaver.

   After the ceremonies a banquet was served. The hall was prettily decorated with Hallowe’en effects. Corn fodder covered the walls, while in the center, there was an illuminated fountain. The room was lighted by various colored globes.

(Copied from the Springfield Daily News, Friday, October 31, 1913).
